
British Stamp Exhibitions  
 

"PLEASE READ ME FIRST" 
 
 

Thank you for your interest in this e-catalogue.   
These notes may prove useful to you before and after downloading.... 

 
 
 

THE VOLUMES 
BSE4.0  = All three volumes combined into one PDF 

BSE4.1  = Sheets, cards, labels and packs 
BSE4.2  = Souvenir stamp booklets 

BSE4.3  = British souvenir mail 
 

 

CHOOSE WHICH PDF VERSION TO DOWNLOAD  The catalogue is available as either a merged PDF 
edition containing all three catalogue sections (ideal if you have a fast internet download connection 
and device, as the file size is larger), or each volume may be downloaded separately.  
 
Then choose between having an eTicks version, or a print at home version (both described below).  
 
Each PDF works in the same way as any other PDF that you have accessed previously, with the 
advantage of eTicks, bookmarks and full searching. 
 
 
START DOWNLOAD  Click on the appropriate DOWNLOAD word that is alongside your chosen option 
and the PDF will start to load. When loading has finished (i.e. the blue line moving from the left has 
reached the right and has then left the screen), click on the down arrow with a bar below it (which 
signifies 'download' within Adobe).  
 
You may now access the downloaded PDF by clicking on its file icon.   
 
 
DIFFICULTY IN DOWNLOADING  If you have a slow internet connection or device, you will benefit 
from downloading each volume separately, as file sizes will be smaller. However, be aware that any 
PDF can, at times, "freeze" when downloading is underway, especially with larger files.  
 
If this happens, simply use your back arrow key and resubmit your download request. PDF 
downloads have successfully been tested on several devices.  
 
 
CATALOGUE WITH eTICKS  Much time was spent adding 3,624 electronic tick boxes to BSE4.0, 
BSE4.1 and BSE4.2 thus enabling you to record your collection within the PDF and even share with 
other collectors.  
 
Simply find an item that you own and click the appropriate pale blue solid area alongside it and a tick 
will appear (click again and the tick will vanish). It is worth noting that you MUST click SAVE when 
prompted or your added ticks will not be there next time, as with any file that has been amended.  



To test eTicks, try the sample below: 
 
 
             I own this item.  
 
 
Note that BSE4.3 is not available as an eTicks version because the sheets, cards, labels, presentation 
packs and booklets are already listed in BSE4.0, BSE4.1 or BSE4.2, while the postmarks and covers 
have negligible collector interest. 
 
 
BOOKMARKS  Every section and new subject has a bookmark shown at left of screen. This enables 
you to jump around rapidly by clicking on your chosen word, without the need to scroll through 
every page until you find what you want - essential for such a large work as the catalogue.  
 
This small document has been bookmarked to let you sample the idea. Ideally choose an item from 
page one or three, or the document will not change pages! Then click on the bookmarked word 
BOOKMARKS to return to this point and continue reading.  
 
 
INDEX AND SEARCHING  There is no index provided. This is because unlike with a printed book every 
single word is indexed within the document.  By pressing and holding down the Control (CTRL) key, 
plus the letter "F" from within Windows (other platforms will work similarly), a search box appears 
into which you may type an appropriate keyword to search for. Try a word from within this 
document now.  
 
 
PRINTING FROM HOME  Separate PDFs are included as an option for those wishing to print volumes 
or individual pages and tick-off items held in their collection traditionally with a pen.  
 
For technical reasons, do not download the eTicks version when only intending to print a hard copy, 
as all pre-printed empty tick boxes will be concealed, owing to how Adobe is formatted. 
 
 
DISK LABELS  Use for your own disks when creating back-ups housed in disk cases.  Either print the 
label for all volumes combined (BSE4.0), or produce separate labels for each volume (BSE4.1, BSE4.2 
and BSE4.3). This is entirely optional, as you may choose simply to rely on your device-held version 
that you downloaded, securely backing-up as you go, as with any other file. 
 
 
DISK CASE SLEEVES  Print-off and use these when creating one disk case for all volumes (BSE4.0), or 
separate cases for each volume (BSE4.1, BSE4.2 and BSE4.3). 
 
 
MARKETING SHEET If you are able to promote this free e-catalogue on your own website, then you 
are invited to use the single-sided 'Marketing Sheet' PDF.  Similarly, if you are able to print-off a copy 
and display it at a society meeting, then that would also be appreciated. As authors, we believe that 
philatelic knowledge is for sharing.  
 
 
AND FINALLY.... "WHY IS THERE NO PRINTED VERSION AVAILABLE?"  With 1,730 full-colour pages, 
the number of collectors willing to pay even cost price would be minimal, making each copy an 
exorbitant price. Printed stock would also have to be stored, while postage and packing would 
substantially add to the cost. We trust that you will understand our decision to go electronic only.  



Those requiring a hard copy have the option to download the "print from home" version, but they 
should expect high ink costs.  Alternatively, a local print shop may be approached for a quote.   
 
 
 
"We hope that you will enjoy using this catalogue of British Stamp Exhibition 
material."  

Glenn Morgan and Graham Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 

British Stamp Exhibitions  in Numbers 
 
1 cost... free!!! 
3 authors 
3  PDF volumes 
4  editions since 1995 
4 difficulty of acquisition scales used 
6 appendices of useful information 
8  years since third edition was published 
13 decades of shows covered to end of 2017 
1,730 A5 pages 
3,047 scans of material, virtually all in colour 
3,624 eTick boxes to record your collection 
7,819 souvenirs and ephemeral items listed 
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